CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 . A meth )d for communicating between a first handheld computer and a second 



2 \ handheld computer, the method comprising: 
1 



3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1 

2 
3 



selecting at least a first information item from a first index on the first handheld 
computer; 

signaling the first information item from the first handheld computer to the second 

handheld computer; 
identifying a second information item on the second handheld computer that 

copresponds to the first information item; and 
synch ronizing the second information item with the first information item. 

2. The nethod of claim 1, wherein synchronizing the second information item with 
the first information item includes updating at least a portion of the second information 
item using the first information item. 



1 3. The method of claim 2, wherein updating at least a portion of the second 

2 information item includes replacing the entire second information item with the first 

3 informatic n item. 

1 4. The method of claim 1, wherein synchronizing the second information item with 

2 the first i lformation item includes determining which of the first or second information 

3 items is more recently updated. 
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1 5. The method of maim 4, wherein synchronizing the second information item with 

2 the first information item includes replacing the second information item with the first 

3 information item on ttye second handheld computer if the first information item is more 

4 recently updated. 

1 6. The method j>f claim 4, wherein synchronizing the second information item with 

2 the first information item includes indicating the second information item as the 

3 synchronized information item if the second information item is more recently updated. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising signaling the second information item 
to the first handheld computer, and replacing the first information item with the second 
information item pn the first handheld computer. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein synchronizing the second information item with 
the first inform^ion item includes prompting a user of the second handheld computer to 

3 choose betweer the first information item and the second information item for the 

4 synchronized information item. 

1 9. The method of claim 1, wherein synchronizing the second information item with 

2 the first information item includes comparing the first information item to the second 

3 information it/em. 



1 10. The method of claim 9, wherein comparing the first information item to the second 

2 information litem includes combining selected segments from the first information item 

3 and selectea segments from the second information item to form a synchronized 

4 information item. 
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1 1 . The method of clainy 10, wherein comparing the first information item to the 
second information item includes comparing segments of each of the first or second 
information item to corresponding segments of the other of the first or second information 
item to identify which of tne segment of the first or second information items are more 
recently updated as compared to the corresponding segment of the other of the first or 
second information itemi 

12. The method of cftaim 1, wherein signaling a first information item from the first 
handheld computer to ifhe second handheld computer includes using a wireless port on the 
first handheld computer to communicate with a wireless port on the second handheld 
computer. / 

13. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting at least a first information item from a 
first index on the fnjst handheld computer includes selecting a contact information item 
from an address bopk application of the handheld computer. 

14. The methcai of claim 1, wherein selecting a contact information item includes 
selecting a information item including components selected from a group of data fields 
consisting of phone number, mailing addresses, and email addresses. 

15. The meuiod of claim 1, wherein selecting at least a first information item from a 
first index on the first handheld computer includes selecting an electronic memo from an 
index of memos. 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting at least a first information item from a 
first index on the first handheld computer includes selecting a task information item from 
a task applica ion. 
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1 17. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting at least a first information item from a 

2 first index on the first handhelp computer includes selecting a calendar information item 

3 from a calendar application. 

1 18. The method of claim) 17, wherein selecting the calendar information item includes 

2 selecting a calendar block. 

^ 1 19. The method of clainfi 17, wherein selecting the calendar information item includes 

2 selecting a calendar appointment. 

1 20. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting at least a first information item from a 

2 first index on the first handheld computer includes selecting a first folder from the first 

3 index, the first folder comprising a plurality of information items. 

1 21 . The method of claim 20, wherein selecting a first folder from the first index 

2 includes selecting the first folder comprising a combination of contact information items 
y : 3 and calendar information items. 



1 22. A method for /communicating with a first handheld computer using a second 

2 handheld computer, the method comprising: 

3 receiving one or more first information items signaled from the first handheld 

4 compute to the second handheld computer; 

5 processing a first identification from the first handheld computer, 

6 using the fust identification to identify one or more second information items on 

7 the secc nd handheld computer to be used in synchronizing the second 

8 information items with the first information items; and 

9 synchronizi ng the second information items with the first information items. 
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23. The method of claim 22/ wherein processing a first identification from the first 
handheld computer includes receiving the first identification signaled from the first 
handheld computer. I 

24. The method of claim 22, wherein processing a first identification for the first 
handheld computer includes/receiving the first identification signaled as an entry from a 
user of the second handheld computer. 

25. The method of claim 22, wherein using the first identification to identify one or 
more second information litems on the second handheld computer includes identifying a 
group of information items previously synchronized with a group of information items 
from the first handheld computer. 

26. The method off claim 22, wherein using the first identification to identify one or 
more information items on the second handheld computer includes associating the first 
identification with a/user group, and identifying one or more information items previously 
associated with thepser group. 

27. The method of claim 22, wherein using the first identification to identify one or 
more information/items on the second handheld computer includes associating the first 
identification witjn a user group, and identifying one or more information items previously 
synchronized with another handheld computer identified as being in the user-group. 

28. The method of claim 22, wherein synchronizing the second information items with 
the first information items includes updating the second information items using the first 
information items. 

\ 
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1 29. The method of claim 28, wherein updating the second information items includes 

2 replacing the second information items with the first information items. 



1 30. The method of claim 22 : 

2 the first information items incluHes 



3 items are more recently update! 



wherein synchronizing the second information items with 
determining which of the first or second information 



a 4 



3 1 . The method of claim 30, wherein synchronizing the second information items with 
the first information items includes replacing the second information items with the first 
information items on the second handheld computer if the first information items are more 
recently updated. 



ffl 1 32. The method of claim 30, wherein synchronizing the second information items with 

y 2 the first information items includes indicating the second information items as 

5**"*| / 

y* 3 synchronized information items if the second information item are more recently updated. 

l|j 1 33. The method of claim 22, wherein synchronizing the second information items with 

p 2 the first information items includes prompting a user of the second handheld computer to 

O 

3 choose between the first information items and the second information items for as 

4 synchronized information items for the second handheld computer. 

1 34. A method for Communicating between a first handheld computer and a second 

2 handheld computer, tlie method comprising: 

3 selecting at le ist a first information item from a first index on the first handheld 

4 computer; 

5 signaling the !rst information item from the first handheld computer to the second 

6 handheld i computer; 
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identifying a second iijdex on the second handheld computer that corresponds to 
the first index; any 

synchronizing the second index with the first index so that the second index 
contains the firstf information item. 

35. The method of claim 34, wherein selecting at least a first information item from a 
first index includes selecting an information item from a folder for a first application 
operated on the first hanqheld computer, wherein identifying a second index on the second 
handheld computer includes identifying a second folder for the first application operated 
on the second handheld (computer, and wherein synchronizing the second index with the 
first index includes copying the first information item to the second index. 



36. 



A handheld computer comprising: 
a communication port; 

a conduit for qommunicating with a second handheld computer, the conduit 

recognizing information items received through the communication port from 
the seconp handheld computers, the conduit identifying a subset of existing 
information items on the handheld computer in response to receiving ah 
identification from the other computer, and the conduit synchronizing the 



subset 



of existing information items with the information items from the 
handheld computer 



second 

37. The handheld computer of claim 36, wherein the conduit transmits the existing 
information itemd to the second handheld computer with a corresponding identification. 

38. The hand! eld computer of claim 36, further comprising a touch-screen display for 
receiving user inp it to manipulate operations of the conduit. 
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• # 

39. The handheld computer of claim 36, further comprising a stored first index that 
lists the existing information items off existing information items. 

40. The handheld computer of aaim 38, further comprising an electronic calendar 
program operated on the handheld computer, and wherein subset of existing information 
items comprise one or more storefl indexes of calendar events or calendar blocks. 

41. The handheld computer of claim 40, wherein the subset of existing information 
items are calendar events stored in a designated profile. 

42. The handheld computdr of claim 36, further comprising an address book program, 
and wherein the subset of existing information items comprise contact information items. 

43. The handheld computer of claim 36, wherein the conduit synchronizes the subset 
of existing information items by replacing the subset of existing information items with 
the information items from the second handheld computer. 

44. The handheld computer of claim 36, wherein the conduit synchronizes the subset 
of existing information ytems by replacing segments of each of the subset of existing 
information items with jcorresponding segments of the information items from the second 
handheld computer. 

45. The handheld Computer of claim 36, wherein the conduit determines for each 
information item in the subset of existing information items whether that information item 
is more recently updated than a corresponding information item received with the 
information items from the second handheld computer, and replaces that information item 
with the corresponding information item received from the second handheld computer if 



C:\NRPORTBL\PAlibl\2ml\l 186!69_2.DOC 



33 



Attorney Docket Number. 25216-803 
dienl Docket Number 2926 



the corresponding infoffnation itjfem from the second handheld computer is more recently 
updated. 

46. The handheld computejr of claim 43, wherein the conduit determines for each 
information item in the subsei of existing information items whether a segment in that 
information item is more recently updated than a matching segment of a corresponding 
information item received with the information items from the second handheld computer, 
and replaces the segment of that existing information item with the matching segment if 
the segment of the corresponding information item from the second handheld computer is 
more recently updated. 

47. The handheld computer of claim 46, wherein segments of existing information 
items correspond to fielf entries inputted by a user of the handheld computer. 

48. The handheld computer of claim 36, wherein the communication port is a wireless 
port. 

49. The handheld c omputer of claim 48, wherein the wireless port is Bluetooth 
enabled. 
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